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This paper focuses on the current status and future prospect of the Northern Sea Route
(NSR) in the Arctic Sea. In particular, the author classifies and describes the benefit to utilize
the NSR into two standpoints: the shortening of shipping distance connecting between East Asia
and Europe as a transit use, and the encouragement of natural resource development in the
Arctic to be accelerated by connected with East Asia as a demand center.

Finally, the author summarizes into four standpoints (ice situation in the Arctic Sea,
resource and fuel price, economic and social requirvement of Russia, and change of international
affairs) when prospecting the future situation of the NSR.
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